
Name of the ICLAS Member Association - Sri Lanka Association for Laboratory Animal 

Science (SLALAS)  

Title of Activity - 12th Annual Scientific Sessions and International Conference and Pre-

Conference workshops 

The SLALAS has been conducting its Annual Scientific Sessions and International Conferences 

since 2013 under different themes. It is one of the major events in the SLALAS annual calendar 

and SLALAS Annual Scientific Sessions provide a platform for local and international researchers, 

veterinarians, and professionals to share the latest advancements, research findings, and best 

practices in lab animal science. This year’s Annual Scientific Sessions was conducted under the 

theme “Towards One Health: Responsible & Reproducible Animal-based research in support of 

Precision Medicine”.  

Eight international speakers: Professor Toru Takeo from the Center for Animal Resources and 

Development at Kumamoto University, Japan, Professor Cholawat Pacharinsak from Stanford 

University, USA, Professor Suresh Poosala from Acasta Health & OncoSeek Bio Pvt Ltd, India, 

Professor Marcel Frajblat from the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS), 

Dr. Patrick Sharp from the University of California, USA, Prof. Satohiro Nakao, Center for Animal 

Resources and Development at Kumamoto University, Japan, Dr. Arvind Ingle, President of the 

Indian College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ICLAM), India, and Professor Pascal J. Lafontant, 

Grinnell College, USA and three local speakers Professor Sugandhika Suresh from the Faculty of 

Medical Sciences, University of Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, Dr. Mayuri Thammitiyagodage, 

former head of the Animal Center at the Medical Research Institute of Colombo, Sri Lanka, our 

Founding President Professor Mangala Gunatilake from Department of Physiology, Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Colombo shared their expertise during this Annual Scientific Sessions.  

Pre-conference workshop on Rodent Anesthesia & Analgesia  

A comprehensive workshop on Rodent Anesthesia and Analgesia was held on January 23, 2025, 

as a pre-conference session at the Medical Research Institute of Colombo. The event attracted 20 

young scientists eager to deepen their knowledge and skills in this critical area of research. Led by 

experts in the field, Prof. Cholawat Pacharinsak from Stanford University & Dr. Patrick Sharp 

from University of California, the workshop focused on advanced techniques in anesthesia and 

analgesia, providing participants with the tools to implement more refined and humane practices 

in their research. The benefits of the workshop extend beyond the early-career scientists in 

attendance. By promoting best practices in rodent anesthesia, the workshop also supported senior 

laboratory animal veterinarians in further refining their procedures. Senior researchers and 

veterinarians can now pass on these enhanced techniques to their teams, ensuring a continuous 

cycle of improvement. This approach will help establish a strong foundation of best practices that 

will be sustained across generations of researchers, ultimately elevating the overall quality of 

animal research and reinforcing a culture of excellence in animal welfare.  



 

 

 

Pre-conference Workshop on Mouse Reproductive Engineering  

On January 24th, 2024, SLALAS conducted a Pre-conference Workshop on Mouse Reproductive 

Engineering in collaboration with the Center for Immunology and Molecular Biology (CIMB), 

Department of Zoology and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Science, University of Colombo. 

The workshop provided an in-depth exploration of advanced reproductive engineering techniques, 

particularly in relation to mouse models. 

The session was expertly led by Prof. Toru Takeo, Prof. Satohiro Nakao, and Mr. Keisuke Masuda, 

all from the Division of Reproductive Engineering at the School of Pharmaceutical and Life 

Sciences, Center for Animal Resources and Development (CARD) at Kumamoto University, Japan. 

Hands-on training was given to 8 Sri Lankan Scientists through this workshop. The primary focus 

of the workshop was on critical aspects of reproductive biology, including methods for isolating 

mouse sperm, the techniques involved in sperm cryopreservation, and the best practices for 

thawing cryopreserved sperm. 

Participants and the resource persons of the Workshop on Rodent Anesthesia and Analgesia at the 

Medical Research Institute 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Conference Workshop on Exploring Analgesia and Green Practices in Animal 

Vivariums 

SLALAS hosted a Pre-Conference Workshop on Exploring Analgesia and Green Practices in 

Animal Vivariums on January 24th, 2025, at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine & Animal Science, 

University of Peradeniya. During this workshop, Prof. Cholawat Pacharinsak from Stanford 

University and Dr. Patrick Sharp from the University of California shared their expertise and 

insights on these vital topics in veterinary and animal science. 

This event was made possible through the collaboration between SLALAS, Sri Lanka College of 

Veterinary Surgeons, and Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science, University of 

Peradeniya. 

 

Participants and the resource persons of the Mouse reproductive Technology workshop 



 

 

 

12th Annual Scientific Sessions and International Conference 

Inauguration ceremony 

The inauguration ceremony began with a ceremonial procession and traditional welcome dance, 

followed by the lighting of the oil lamp and the national anthem. Dr. Sachini Amarasekara, the 

SLALAS President for 2024/2025, welcomed everyone to the 12th Annual Scientific Sessions and 

International Conference of SLALAS. Prof. Toru Takeo, the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker 

from Kumamoto University, Japan, addressed the audience, followed by speeches from Dr. P.V.N. 

Amarasinghe, Deputy Director of the Medical Research Institute of Sri Lanka, who represented 

the Director of MRI as the Guest of Honour. Dr. Sachini Amarasekara delivered the Presidential 

Address, titled "Building a Culture of Care: Advancing Responsible, Reproducible Animal 

Research for Precision Medicine in the One Health Era." 

The ceremony also included a special felicitation for Dr. Mayuri Thammitiyagodage, honoring her 

30 years of service in the field of laboratory animal science. Dr. Thammitiyagodage was 

recognized in the presence of her father and family members. Additionally, SLALAS Seed Grants 

Participants and the resource persons of the workshop on Exploring Analgesia and Green Practices 

in Animal Vivariums 



were awarded, and the ceremony concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Ms. Piumika Yapa, 

the Honorary Secretary of SLALAS for 2024/2025. The event ended with morning tea and a group 

photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lighting of the oil lamp by the Guests & Resource persons 

Ceremonial procession lead by the Maize bearer and traditional welcome dance 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote and Guest speeches  

Topics of keynote and guest speeches with the speakers are given below. All these greatly enlighten 

the audience. 

Speaker Title of the Speech  

 

Prof. Toru Takeo 

Center for Animal Resources and Development 

(CARD), Division of Reproductive Engineering, 

Kumamato University, Japan 

 

Keynote Address  

 

Establishment of mouse and rat bank 

systems to improve laboratory animal 

science 

SLALAS President Dr. Sachini Amarasekara delivering the Welcome Address (Top Left), Prof. Toru Takeo 

addressing the Gathering as the Chief Guest (Top right), Dr. Dr. P.V.N. Amarasinghe, Deputy Director, 

Medical Research Institute addressing the gathering as the Guest of Honour (Bottom Left), Dr. Sachini 

Amarasekara and Prof. Mangala Gunatilake felicitating Dr. Mayuri Thammitiyagodage 



Prof. Sugandhika Suresh  

Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medical 

Sciences, University of Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka 

 

Guest Speech 1 

 

From Herbal Remedies to Precision 

Medicine: The Role of Lab Animal 

Research in Advancing Therapeutic 

Approaches 

Prof.  Cholawat Pacharinsak 

Director of Veterinary Anesthesia, Analgesia, and 

Surgery, Department of Comparative Medicine, 

Stanford University School of Medicine, CA, USA 

Guest Speech 2 

 

Rodent Analgesia - an Update 

Dr. Suresh Poosala  

Founder of Acasta Health & OncoSeek Bio Pvt Ltd, 

India, Ex-Chief at NIA/NIH Comparative Medicine, 

USA, Ex-BMS Senior Leader Pre-Clinical 

Guest Speech 3 

 

Harmonization, Right Model Selection and 

Alternative Opportunities in Lab Animal 

Science 

Dr. Mayuri Thammitiyagodage  

Former head, Animal Center, Medical Research 

Institute, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Guest Speech 4 

 

Three Decades of Expertise: A 

Veterinarian's Journey in Advancing Lab 

Animal Science in Sri Lanka 

Prof. Marcel Frajblat (Online) 

International Council for Laboratory Animal 

Science (ICLAS) Secretary General 

 

Guest Speech 5 

 

Laboratory Animal Science in 2045: 

Trends for the Future in Our Field” 

Dr. Patrick Sharp 

Executive Director, Veterinary Services, University 

of California, Merced, CA, USA 

Guest Speech 6 

 

Factors that Confound and Interfere with 

Research 

Prof. Mangala Gunatilake 

Department of Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Guest Speech 7  

 

Twelve years and beyond: SLALAS’s 

contribution to advancing One Health 

 

Prof. Satohiro Nakao 

Center for Animal Resources and Development 

(CARD), Division of Reproductive Engineering, 

Kumamato University, Japan 

Guest Speech 8  

 

Emerging technologies for regulating 

reproductive performance in rodents 

Dr. Arvind Ingle 

President - Indian College of Laboratory Animal 

Medicine (ICLAM), Scientific Officer 'H', Officer-in-

Charge, Laboratory Animal Facility, ACTREC, Tata 

Memorial Centre, India 

Guest Speech 9  

 

Infectious Diseases of Laboratory Animals 

Prof. Pascal J. Lafontant 

Biology Department, Noyce Science Center, Grinnell 

College, Grinnell, IA, USA 

 

Guest Speech 10 

 

Fish models of Myocardial Infarction and 

Heart Regeneration 



Oral and Poster presentations 

Fourteen abstracts out of the Seventeen abstracts received were considered for oral and poster 

presentations by the Scientific sub-committee. These were categorized under original research, 

and review presentation. All the poster presentations were presented on Day 2 of the conference. 

Oral presentations were conducted on both days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Few selected posters with the presenters 

Few selected oral presenters 



From Media Engagement to Student Empowerment 

The "Science in Focus: Lab Animal Scientist-Media Roundtable" was initially intended to serve 

as a platform where laboratory animal scientists could engage with media personnel, fostering a 

collaborative exchange of information and raising awareness about the important role of laboratory 

animals in scientific research. An open invitation was extended to all government and private 

media institutions across Sri Lanka, inviting them to attend and participate in the roundtable 

discussion. However, despite our efforts, no media representatives attended the event. Rather than 

viewing this as a setback, we chose to turn it into an opportunity to engage a different group of 

participants—students. Recognizing the potential for meaningful interaction, we opened the 

session to students, allowing them to directly communicate with the expert resource persons. 

This change in approach proved to be a resounding success. The students took full advantage of 

the opportunity to engage with the speakers, ask questions, and gain deeper insights into the field 

of laboratory animal science. The session quickly became popular among the student participants, 

providing them with a valuable platform for learning and discussion. It also allowed the resource 

persons to share their expertise with the next generation of scientists, fostering enthusiasm and 

interest in ethical laboratory animal use and scientific research. In the end, while the initial 

intention of the roundtable was to connect with the media, the shift to engaging students turned 

out to be an incredibly rewarding experience for all involved, furthering SLALAS's mission of 

education and awareness in the field of laboratory animal science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students actively engaging with the speakers 



Award ceremony 

This year, there were no eligible recipients for the Emeritus Professor Vera Bawmans Award for 

Best Scientific Publication in the field of laboratory animal science. However, two SLALAS Seed 

Grants, each valued at 50,000 LKR, were announced for the first time. In addition, during the 

Annual Scientific Sessions, Dr. Shamini Jayasekara Award for the Best Oral Presentation was 

presented, alongside the Oncoseek Bio Awards, which recognized the Best Oral and Poster 

Presentations for their exceptional contributions to the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner of the Dr Shamini Jayasekara Award for the best oral presentation L. R. I. P. K. Wijerathne with 

the Chief guest Prof. Toru Takeo and the President Dr. Sachini Amarasekara (top left), Winners of the 

Oncoseek Bio award for the Best oral presentation L. R. I. P. K. Wijerathne, C. H. Uluwaduge, and 

M.Shyam with Dr. Suresh Poosala, Founder, Onco Seek Bio and the evaluation panel members (top right). 

Winners of the Onco Seek Bio award for the Best poster presentation P. Srirangan, K. Masuda, and B. M. 

P. I. Basnayake with Dr. Suresh Poosala (bottom panel)  



Novelties introduced in the year 2024/2025   

• SLALAS seed grants  

• Pre-conference workshop on mouse reproductive engineering 

• Symbolic tree planting ceremony at the Faculty of Science, University of Colombo for the 

Asia Laboratory Animal Day  

• Opening of the Laboratory Animal corner at the Faculty of Medicine, University of 

Colombo 

• Releasing a video for the Asia Laboratory Animal Day  

• Printing an official T-shirt for the association 

• Culture of Care workshops in Jaffna University & Eastern University 

Handing over duties to the new president 

As the last item on day 2, the 12th Annual General Meeting was conducted. President Medal was 

handed over to the newly appointed President, Dr Varuni Gunathilake, by Dr. Sachini Amarasekara, 

the outgoing President. A new Executive Committee was also appointed to continue the good work 

of SLALAS.   

 

 

Written by  

Dr. Sachini Amarasekara 

President SLALAS 2024/2025  


