Programme of the 11th Annual Scientific Sessions and International Conference of  SLALAS
Day 1 : 20th January 2024
	Time
	Description

	8.30 a.m. – 9.00 a.m.
	Registration (Checking pre-registration and issuing conference token)

	9.00 a.m. – 9.20 a.m.
	Inauguration of the 11th Scientific Sessions & International Conference 

	9.20 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Welcome address by the President

	9.30 a.m. – 9.40 a.m.
	Address by the Chief Guest 
Emeritus Professor Patricia V. Turner
Corporate Vice-President 
Global Animal Welfare at Charles River Laboratories

	9.40 a.m. – 9.50 a.m.
	Address by the Guest of Honour I
Prof. Cynthia A. Pecow
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Chief of the Veterinary Medical Unit, University of Washington

	9.50 a.m. – 10.00 a.m.
	Address by the Guest of Honour II
Emeritus Professor Vera Baumans 
Dept. of Laboratory Animal Science
Utrecht University

	10.00 a.m. - 10.45 a.m.
	Presidential Address
Prof. Mangala Gunatilake- Founder of SLALAS
Dept. of Physiology
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo 

	10.45 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.
	Vote of Thanks by the Honorary Secretary 
Closure of the Inauguration Ceremony

	11.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	Opening of the 1st LAS Exhibition in Sri Lanka and 
Morning Tea

	11.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.
	Keynote address 1 by the Chief Guest 
“Artificial intelligence in the vivarium: Promise or Peril?
Emeritus Professor Patricia V. Turner

	12.15 p.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Keynote address 2 by the Guest of Honour I
“Openness Around Animal Research”
Prof. Cynthia A. Pecow

	1.00 p.m. – 1.45 p.m.
	Lunch & Fellowship

	1.45 p.m. – 2.45 p.m. 
	Scientific Paper Session-I

	2.45 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
	Guest speech I 
“Lab Animal Models and Alternatives – A Historical Review”
Dr. Suresh Poosala
Founder of Acasta Health & OncoSeek Bio Pvt Ltd. India

	3.30 p.m. – 4.15 p.m.
	Awarding Honorary Membership of SLALAS 

	4.15 p.m. – 4.45 p.m. 
	e-Poster presentations & Evaluation 

	4.45 p.m. – 5.15 p.m.
	Evening tea & Closure of Day 1 

	7.30 p.m. Onwards
	Conference Dinner & Fellowship (Tickets)




Day 2 : 21st January 2024
	Time
	Description

	9.00 a.m. – 9.40 a.m.
	Keynote address 3 by the Guest of Honour II
“Balancing the use of animals in research and society concerns"
Emeritus Professor Vera Baumans

	9.40 a.m. – 10.20 a.m.
	Guest Speech 2 
“Planning & Designing the Green Vivarium: Towards More Sustainable Biomedical Research”
Dr Patrick Sharp of University of California, USA 

	10.20 a.m. – 10.50 a.m.
	Morning Tea & Fellowship 

	10.50 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.
	Anaesthesia Symposium 
Resource persons: 
Prof Cholawat Pancharinsak of Stanford University and 
Dr Patrick Sharp of University of California, USA

	12.30 p.m. – 1.30 p.m.
	Scientific Paper Session-II

	1.30 p.m. – 2.10 p.m.
	Lunch & Fellowship

	2.10 p.m. – 2.50 p.m.
	Guest Speech 3 
“Feeding and nutrition of laboratory rodents”
Dr Arvind Ingle, Scientific Officer at Tata Memorial Centre, ACTREC, Kharghar, Navi Mumbai, India

	2.50 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
	Guest Speech 4 
“The Challenging Role of Laboratory Animal Veterinarian- Sri Lankan Scenario”
Dr. Mayuri Thammitiyagodage, Head, Animal Centre, Medical Research Institute, Colombo 

	3.30 p.m. – 4.10 p.m.
	Round Table Session – Animal Facility Technical Officers
Moderators:
Dr Sachini Amarasekera & Dr Prasadi de Silva
Faculty of Science, University of Colombo

	4.10 p.m. – 4.20 p.m.
	Overview on novelties introduced in the year 2023/2024

	4.20 p.m. – 4.40 p.m.
	Award Ceremony 

	4.40 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	Presentations by
Awardee of Prof. Vera Baumans Award for the best journal publication 
Awardee of the Oratorical Competition

	5.00 p.m. – 5.15 p.m.
	Vote of thanks by Honorary Secretary

	5.15 p.m. 
	Evening tea & Closure of Scientific Conference

	5.30 p.m. onwards
	AGM of SLALAS 




